The Informer by Capilano College
Fighting the Grey Auth 
The following is an excerpt from a work in progress by English faculty member, 
Bill Schermbrucker. Bill, who retires from full-time work at the College this 
year, will be giving a special presentation at the October 23 employee 
recognition event. See page 3 for more details. 
Chapter6 
"Ladies and gentlemen ... 
congratulations!" dean Bull greeted the 
fifty odd college faculty. 
We were assembled in the portable 
wooden building which had been 
dumped onto a parking lot of the old 
North Vancouver High School, off 
Lonsdale Avenue. This was the college 
headquarters. Additional classrooms 
were all over the place, in high schools 
at night, and in church basements. It 
was Monday, 18th of August 1968, and 
classes were due to begin in three 
weeks time. 
"Congratulations! You are in on the 
birth of a completely new kind of 
institution for this area With your help, 
Canyon Community College will be a 
campus for the 1970s, a people place, 
flexible, dynamic, and responsive to the 
unmet educational needs of the 
community. Not a top-down institution, 
but as far as possible a bottom-up, non-
hierarchical college. Now, I've got good 
news and bad news for you." 
"Let's hear the bad news first," I 
said. 
"The bad news is that we've been 
planning for 350 students, and so far no 
fewer than 629 have applied for 
admission to the college, and they're 
still coming!" 
"Holy shit!" said Andrea Halvorson, 
which drew a quick glancing check 
from the dean. 
"What's the good news?" I called 
out. 
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He smiled, his face round as a 
ball topped with white hair. "The 
good news," he said, "is that we 
operate under a funding formula 
from Victoria The more students 
we enrol, the more money we get 
to run the college." 
"What about class size?" I 
said. "Surely we're going to have 
to hire some more faculty?" 
"You bet! The ads are in the 
paper tomorrow. Coordinators 
can expect to give their time over 
to job interviews beginning next 
Monday. This Friday's the 
closing date." 
By week's end, 765 students had 
applied and been processed and 551 
actually admitted to the college. I was 
phoning all kinds of people I knew, and 
by the following week's end we had 
hired an additional seven faculty in 
English alone. Most were graduate 
students, teaching just one or two 
classes. 
Every day, for lunch, a group of us 
would walk down Lonsdale to Ripp's 
Diner and talk excitedly about the 
college. The core of the group was in 
English, Barnet Nolan, Ada Smith, Max 
Odegaard, Andrea Halvorson - all part-
timers with four/fifth teaching loads. The 
college administration had been so 
nervous about commitment that they had 
appointed only two full-time faculty in 
the entire college, myself and the 
coordinator of the Early Childhood 
Education program. At Ripp's we talked 
about the future . 
An 'early' Bill Scherrnbrucker 
"When we get our own campus," 
Ada Smith said, "do you think we 
should demand a faculty club?" 
"Hell no!" said Max Odegaard. He 
wasn't a draft dodger, but had left the 
States for similar reasons: his father 
and mother had been persecuted by the 
McCarthy Commission in the '50s and 
hounded out of Hollywood as pinkos. 
"I wouldn't want any of that special 
privilege: no faculty club, no faculty 
parking, no faculty washrooms. I 
would prefer to acknowledge our 
common humanity with the students 
and support staff and administration." 
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Kawai piano sale plays a return 
engagement at Capilano College 
in September · 
Once again the moving trucks are 
coming and the Sportsplex at 
Capilano College will be filled with the 
sound of music. The sixth annual Kawai 
Piano Sale will be held at the North 
Vancouver campus of Capilano College 
in the Sportsplex on September 11, 12 
and 13. 
More than 100 pianos (new and used) 
will be available, including grands, 
uprights, and digitals. 
Capilano College employees, 
students and alumni will receive a 
special discount on the first day of the 
sale. 
All of the instruments include a 
warranty. Financing and delivery will be 
available. 
2 
The sale is by appointment only. 
Inquiries and/or bookings should be 
directed to Kawai, toll free, at 
(604) 451 -5884. 
Informer 
C .. Capilano 
... College 
The Informer is produced monthly by 
the College Relations Department of 
Capilano College. Your submissions are 
welcome, but please be aware that 
space limitations may prevent 
publication. Material may be 
edited for brevity and clarity. 
Send all correspondence to: 




2055 Purcell Way 




Deadline for the Sept./Oct. issue: 
Monday, September 21, 1998 
Next issue date is October 9/98 
A few years back {quite a few), these faculty members took some time out to 
have their photo taken. {L-R), Bill Schennbrucker, Keith Wade and John Sayre. 
Mark your calendar! 
Come and celebrate the 
College's 30th birthday 
Everyone is invited to attend the College's 30th birthday 
celebration on Friday, October 23 at 
2 p.m. in the Capilano College 
Performing Arts Theatre. 
This will be a lighthearted fun 
event where employees will be 
recognized for longtime service and 
where we can pass along our best 
wishes to some faculty members 
retiring this year. 
As pop artist Andy Warhol said: 
"Everyone has their 15 minutes of 
fame." Filled with lots of surprises, 
this just could be your day! There 
will be a photo display set up outside 
the theatre. Please bring any 
historical photos you might have of 
your (or other people's) experiences 
at the College and pin them up that 
morning on one of the display 
boards. 
important. The hour-long program 
will include: 
• entertainment provided by a covert 
troupe of faculty and administrators 
• recognition of retirees and of 
employees with 15 to 24 years of 
service and 25 to 30 years at the 
College 
• a special repeat performance by Bill 
Schermbrucker, who will give his 
poignant speech made at the spring 
'98 graduation ceremony 
• plus a few surprises. 
Refreshments will be served 
afterwards. 
Please RSVP your attendance to 
Christine Craft at local 7566 by 
October 13. 
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Conchita Furstenwald, Spanish 
instructor, circa 1968. 
Kilian, 





Recognition gifts will be 
presented, so your presence is Joe Iacobellis, manager, Athletics and 
continued on page 4 Recreation. 
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Capilano College employees 
with 25 to 30 years of service 



























































Capilano College employees 
with 15 to 24 years of services 






































































































































































































New women's volleyball coach hired 
The Department of Athletics and Recreation is pleased to 
announce the appointment of 
Wendy Carmichael as the new 
head coach of the Capilano College 
Blues women's volleyball team. 
Wendy is taking over the program 
from third year coach Shannon 
Macey who will continue to work with 
Wendy as the team's assistant coach. 
Wendy, a native of Ontario, had a 
very successful competitive career with 
Queen's University where she 
captained her team. After graduating 
from Queen's in Biomechanics, Wendy 
stayed on as the assistant coach of the 
university's varsity volleyball team for 
The College Foundation 
has a great deal for you 
The Foundation has discovered a 
way to help people feel good 
about their phone bills. A new affinity 
program with ACC TelEnterprises Ltd. 
is offering a choice of three long 
distance savings plans and two 
Internet packages to employees, 
students, alumni and friends of the 
College. Foundation director, Lana 
Robinson, says a portion of each 
month's billings will be given back to 
the College by ACC to support a newly-
established technology fund. 
"It's a great way for people to help 
themselves and others," Lana says. 
ACC is offering three separate plans: 
10 cents a minute anywhere in B.C. 
anytime; five cents a minute on Sundays 
anywhere in North America; and nine 
cents a minute evening and weekend 
calls anywhere in Canada. There are also 
two Internet Access packages going for 
two seasons. Most recently, Wendy has 
been working at UBC as head coach of 
its junior varsity program. 
"With the high quality of female 
volleyball players being developed in 
the high schools on the North Shore, I 
am confident that Capilano College will 
soon be a power in College volleyball 
in British Columbia," Wendy says. 
Both Wendy and Shannon are 
looking forward to the challenge of 
developing a strong program at 
Capilano College. 
$19.95 a month and $24.95 a month. 
Call 1-888-274-7920 for more 
information, or call the Foundation 
office at 983-7566 and ask for an 
application form. 
Beautiful watercolor could be yours! 
A beautiful framed watercolor, painted by retiring Mathematics 
instructor Robert R. (Bob) Rennie, 
A.EC.A., could be hanging on your 
wall on October 23. 
Bob, who is a marine watercolorist, 
has generously donated a piece called 
Heading Out to the Capilano College 
Foundation. Valued at $350, it will go 
to one lucky ticket holder who is in 
attendance at the 30th anniversary 
event being held at 2 p.m. in the 
Capilano College Performing Arts 
Theatre on Friday, October 23. Tickets 
are $5 each, or three for $10. Funds 
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raised will go towards a 30th anniversary 
endowment fund to provide bursaries for 
Capilano College students. 
For tickets, contact Christine Craft in 
the Foundation office at local 7566. 
Winner named in 
CommuniTea prize draw 
More than 4,000 people on the North 
Shore participated in the CommuniTea 
Party, presented by the Capilano College 
Foundation, Lions Gate Hospital 
Foundation, Memorial Library 
Foundation of West Vancouver, and the 
North Shore Charitable Foundation. 
The project raised more than $40,000 
from a wide variety of tea parties held 
over a three month period. All hosts 
were eligible to win a weekend for two 
at the Wedgewood Hotel in downtown 
Vancouver. North Vancouver's Helen 
Wait, a member of the North Shore 
Charitable Foundation, is the lucky 
winner of the prize. 
